Name _________________________________ Role ____________________

Every year at UpStage we assign some homework to help us to connect with the play and get to know each other better. A theme is an underlying message or an idea that the playwright is trying to get us to understand. This year’s play has many different themes such as we must love each other, we must be accepting of our differences, we must stand up for peace and work for it. There are many others. Talk about the themes of the play West Side Story with your family at UpStage and at home. Together decide which you want to focus on and write it below. Next, create an illustration, billboard to promote this message to your castmates. For instance if you chose, we must stand up for peace, maybe illustrate many individuals standing with their arms raised holding peace symbols, with the words “Stand up for Peace below in bold letters.”  Make it colorful, be creative. If you would like more space, make your billboard on a posterboard, or recycle some wrapping paper, or make a cloth banner, whatever you choose. Use paint, stickers, glitter, puffy paint, handprints, magazine clippings, images off the net whatever. Just have think about what the play is trying to teach us, focus on one idea, and create a billboard to share that idea with the cast. Bring this in by next week. We will post all billboards in the green room. Due January 14 or 21st.

The theme I chose to focus on is _____________________________________________________________________.

Use the space below to create your billboard, the back of the page, or a larger piece of posterboard or banner paper to attach to this sheet. 


